Standard sample preparation often includes cleaning, bleaching, preservation and storage techniques that may affect temperate invertebrate skeletal carbonate composition and integrity. Here we report on a series of interlinked studies and their key results.
New studies on the effect of storage in various preservatives and conditions are underway. In order to examine longer-term effects of storage, we have been mining museum collections. This collecting activity is ongoing and we would be glad to hear about material we have missed.
Sample preparation and storage can have considerable effect on subsequent chemical investigations, and must form part of research planning, collection management, and sample labelling.
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